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DIE  CHARACTERISTICS  OF  THE  1870-CC  QUARTER 

by 

Larry  W.  Briggs 

The  1870-CC  quarter  is  recognized  as  the  l<ey  date  in  the  Seated  quarter 
series  that  is  filled  with  rare  and  difficult  dates.  With  a  mintage  of  only  8340 
pieces,  this  date  is  very  difficult  to  locate  in  any  condition  and  has  the 
lowest  mintage  of  any  date  in  the  entire  Seated  quarter  series.  Presently 
there  are  25  to  30  pieces  known  for  this  date  making  it  quite  rare  in  any 
grade.  The  current  price  guides  do  not  reflect  the  true  rarity  of  this  date  as 
it  is  seldom  available  to  the  interested  collector  at  any  price.  Even  badly 
worn  pieces  bring  close  to  $1000  when  available.  The  price  will  no  doubt 
rise  much  higher  when  this  date  is  truly  recognized  for  its  rarity. 

With  the  value  of  the  1870-CC  quarter  at  the  level  it  is  today,  there  are 
bound  to  be  attempts  to  fake  this  date  by  adding  a  mintmark  to  the  relative- 
ly common  1870  Philadelphia  quarter.  To  guard  against  this  we  have  made 
a  study  of  the  die  characteristics  of  seven  1870-CC  quarters  available  for 
study  and  noted  key  die  characteristics  that  should  identify  the  dies  of  this 
very  rare  date.  Only  one  reverse  die  was  used  for  the  1870-CC,  1871-CC, 
1872-CC  and  1873-CC  quarters,  so  any  piece  not  having  the  reverse 
characteristics  listed  in  this  article  should  be  studied  with  extreme  cau- 
tion. The  reverse  characteristics  will  therefore  hold  true  for  the  1871-CC, 
1872-CC  and  1873-CC  pieces  as  well.  Note  however  that  the  reverse  die 
characteristics  wear  down  throughout  the  use  of  the  reverse  die  but  most 
of  these  features  still  exist  on  the  1873-CC  pieces. 


The  reeding  count  on  the  1870  Philadelphia  coins  is  122  compared  to  124 
for  the  1870-CC  pieces.  The  date  on  the  genuine  1870-CC  quarter  is 
centered  in  the  field  between  the  base  of  the  rock  and  the  denticles  with 
the  tip  of  the  shield  over  the  right  edge  of  the  upright  of  the  1  in  the  date.  On 
the  reverse,  the  two  C's  in  the  mintmark  are  widely  spaced  and  high  in  the 
field.  The  left  C  is  over  the  A  in  QUAR  and  just  left  of  the  feathers  in  the 
lowest  arrow  shaft.  The  right  C  is  over  the  right  side  of  the  letter  R  and 
below  the  feathers  of  the  arrow  shaft.  The  two  C's  are  closed  and  basically 
circular  in  shape. 

Several  die  lines  on  the  reverse  die  characterize  this  reverse  and  make  it 
impossible  to  add  a  mintmark  without  detection.  One  of  the  most  promi- 
nent die  lines  appears  over  the  0  in  AMERICA.  This  is  possibly  a  defect 
from  the  original  die  construction.  This  line  gives  the  top  of  the  C  a  straight 
edge  or  squared  off  appearance.  Through  wear  this  area  over  the  C  seems 
to  fill  in  and  is  noticeable  on  even  heavily  worn  examples.  A  fine  die  crack 
runs  from  the  lower  edge  of  the  serif  of  the  C  in  AMERICA  on  a  straight  line 
to  the  lower  left  edge  of  the  letter  A.  This  crack  fades  with  planchet  wear 
and  is  seen  only  on  high  grade  specimens.  One  of  the  most  easily  recog- 
nized die  lines  appears  over  the  olive  stem  and  runs  from  the  eagle's  left 
foot  to  the  olive  branch  on  the  left.  This  die  line  is  located  low  on  the  struck 
coin  and  is  still  clearly  visible  on  a  low  grade  specimen.  The  die  line  fades 


1870-CC  Quarter,  Die  line  over  C  in  AMERICA. 
Die  crack  from  serif  of  C  to  lower  left  edge  of  A. 
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with  die  use  but  has  been  seen  on  1873-CC  specimens.  Only  on  extremely 
worn  or  corroded  pieces  would  this  line  not  be  seen.  Another  very  distinc- 
tive die  line  that  appears  on  this  reverse  can  be  seen  running  through  the 
letter  F  in  OF.  This  die  line  runs  from  the  upright  of  the  F  just  over  the  mid- 
dle serif  and  then  on  into  the  upper  right  serif.  This  die  line  is  strong  and 
clear  on  high  grade  specimens  but  fades  away  with  planchet  wear. 


1870-CC  Quarter,  Die  line  from  left  foot  to  olive  branch. 


1870-CC  Quarter,  Die  line  through  F  in  OF. 
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Another  very  light  die  crack  can  be  seen  on  the  reverse  of  the  1870-CC 
quarter.  This  very  fine  crack  runs  from  the  right  side  of  a  denticle  dov\/n  to 
the  center  of  the  E  in  UNITED  and  on  then  to  the  top  of  the  middle  serif  of 
the  letter.  Even  though  very  fine  and  only  visible  on  higher  grade 
specimens,  it  is  still  an  important  die  feature.  Additional  study  reveals  that 
the  shape  of  the  middle  serif  of  the  E  in  AMERICA  is  different  from  the 
same  serif  for  the  other  two  E's  in  UNITED  and  STATES.  Why  would  dif- 
ferent punches  be  used  for  the  same  letters  on  the  reverse?  On  high  grade 
specimens  there  is  also  doubling  on  the  letters  OL  and  on  the  left  side  of 
the  period  following  these  two  letters. 

The  1870-CC  quarter  is  one  of  the  great  rarities  of  the  entire  Seated  silver 
coinage  of  the  19th  century.  Very  little  has  been  written  about  this  date 
because  its  extreme  rarity  leaves  very  few  specimens  for  study.  It  is  hoped 
that  the  information  provided  in  this  article  on  the  1870-CC  quarter  will  help 
the  collector  authenticate  any  specimens  he  might  be  considering  for  pur- 
chase. A  fake  1870-CC  quarter  has  been  reported.  The  C's  in  the  mintmark 
were  both  positioned  under  the  arrow  shaft  and  stem  instead  of  being  split 
and  positioned  as  described  in  this  article.  Beware! 

The  pictures  of  the  1870-CC  quarter  shown  in  this  article  were  taken  at 
Coin  World  in  Sidney,  Ohio. 


1870-CC  Quarter,  die  crack  from 
denticle  to  middle  serif  of  E 
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ON  THE  COVER 


The  cover  of  this  issue  shows  a  picture  of  the  obverse  of  an  1870-CC 
quarter  that  is  owned  by  Larry  Briggs.  This  coin  was  used  for  the  pictures  of 
the  die  characteristics  illustrated  in  his  article  on  this  date.  The  1870-CC 
quarter  is  recognized  as  the  key  date  in  the  quarter  series  and  is  extremely 
rare  in  grades  even  approaching  the  piece  illustrated.  Shown  below  is  the 
reverse  of  the  1870-CC  quarter.  This  again  is  the  coin  that  was  used  to  take 
the  close  up  pictures  of  the  die  lines  that  identify  the  reverse  used  to  strike 
the  early  Carson  City  quarters.  It  is  hoped  that  the  pictures  presented  of 
this  reverse  will  help  the  collector  authenticate  the  rare  date  Carson  City 
quarters. 

The  Editor 
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LIBERTY  SEATED  DOLLARS 

1841  XF  Toned   $295 

1842  XF  295 

1844  VF   425 

1846  AU   550 

1846-0  AU   695 

1848  XF  595 

1849  XF+  Toned   595 

1850-0  XF/AU   895 

1853  AU   695 

1857  XF  595 

1859  XF  625 

1859-0  XF  295 

1860  XF/AU  795 

1861  XF  Toned  795 

1 862  AU  Slight  scratch  on  reverse  895 

1862  Proof  63/65.  12,090  business  strikes  and  550  proofs 

make  this  a  rare  and  desirable  date.  Mirror  surfaces 

and  frosted  devices  are  the  highlights  of  this 

attractive  coin.  A  few  hairlines  on  the  obverse  field 

keep  this  from  being  a  Gem  2695 

1863  XF  695 

1865  AU  795 

1866  XF  595 

1867  AU  675 

1868  AU  675 

1870  XF+  325 

1870-  CC      VF+ ANACS  Authenticated  575 

1871  VF  215 

1871-  CC      ANACS  AU-50/55.  One  of  the  better  circulated  pieces 

available.  Very  rare  date   4500 

1872-  S         VF  695 

1872-  CC      AU.  A  nice  no  problem  coin  2495 

1873  XF  350 

1873-  CC      ANACS  VF30/XF40.  Lot  #692  B&R  MacFarland  Sale, 

Jan.  1981.  It  has  XF-45  detail  but  several  scratches 
and  scrapes  lower  it  to  its  present  grade.  This  rare 
and  scarce  date  is  seldom  seen  except  in  major  auctions .  .  3500 


TKese  coins  are  from  my  personal  collection. 
I.  10  day  return  period. 


P.O.  BOX  1334  •  MANCHESTER,  CONNECTICUT  06040 


ARNOLD  S.  LANDSBERG 

:  1334  •  MANCHESTER,  CONNECTIC 
Tele.  (203)  649-7758 
Member  LSCC  #446 
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SOME  THOUGHTS  ON  LIBERTY  SEATED  HALVES 
PART  I:  NO  MOTTO  DATES  1839-1866 

by 

Donald  J.  Vettel 

Perhaps  no  series  has  been  studied  less  than  Liberty  Seated  Half 
Dollars.  Indeed,  it  presents  an  imposing  challenge  with  over  110  different 
regular  issues  and  a  number  of  popular  varieties  to  be  considered. 
Moreover,  unlil<;e  the  Dollar  series,  the  total  mintage  was  quite  extensive 
with  the  series  offering  little  challenge  to  the  type  collector.  Only  an  occa- 
sional specialist  has  mulled  over  the  rarity  of  the  specific  issues  and  ap- 
parently the  authors  of  the  Red  Book  have  passed  up  these  writings  as  an 
abnormally  high  number  of  dates  are  regarded  as  simply  "common". 

My  personal  interest  in  the  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollar  series  was 
awakened  after  an  exploration  of  the  Dollar  series.  The  latter  was  packed 
with  unappreciated  rarities  and  I  felt  the  Halves  must  also  be  filled  with 
surprise  packages.  I  began  to  solicit  opinions  from  collectors  and  eventual- 
ly put  together  some  charts  incorporating  collector  comments  and  auction 
information.  Before  continuing  I  would  like  to  thank  the  many  LSCC  club 
members  who  wrote  and  I  would  like  to  express  particular  thanks  to  James 
C.  Gray  and  Randall  Wright  who  sent  lengthy  letters  deserving  of  publica- 
tion in  their  own  right.  In  the  process  of  compiling  information,  I  found  out 
others  were  working  on  articles  and  books  on  Seated  Halves.  David 
Lange's  fine  two  part  historical  overview  has  already  appeared  in  Coin 
World.  A  prominent  Eastern  collector,  who  prefers  to  remain  anonymous, 
has  told  me  he  will  have  a  book  out  within  a  year.  In  short,  we  can  look  for 
an  explosion  of  interest  and  opinion  about  Seated  Halves  in  the  near 
future. 

Having  gathered  the  data  for  this  article,  I  began  to  feel  overwhelmed. 
Immediately  I  recognized  that  a  date-by-date  analysis  would  be  tedious  and 
redundant  in  many  cases.  Strike  and  surface  characteristics  emerge  in  fair- 
ly clear  patterns  which  can  be  discussed  apart  from  rarity.  Also,  unlike  the 
Dollar  series,  there  are  quite  a  number  of  common  dates  which  don't  really 
deserve  special  attention.  Finally,  I  decided  to  publish  my  ideas  in  two 
parts,  using  the  addition  of  the  reverse  motto  in  1866  as  the  convenient  half 
way  point  and  stopping  place  for  part  one. 

Strike  and  Surface  Characteristics 

No  Motto  Liberty  Seated  Halves  are  poorly  struck  in  the  1839  through 
1841  years.  By  1842  the  strike  improves  for  the  Philadelphia  issues  and  for 
the  New  Orleans  issues  in  the  following  year.  Weakness  in  the  stars  and 
head  appear  on  many  examples  minted  in  the  1850s.  San  Francisco  mint 
coins  seem  better  struck  with  the  1856-S  and  1866-S  being  notable  excep- 
tions. Many  split  grade  circulated  pieces  are  found  throughout  the  series 
with  the  obverse  being  a  full  grade  lower  than  the  reverse. 

Bag  marks  appear  on  Liberty  Seated  Halves  but  not  nearly  as  often  as  on 
the  Dollars.  A  prominent  bag  mark  on  a  higher  grade  coin  should  not  be 
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considered  typical.  The  serious  collector  should  insist  on  pieces  with  nice 
surfaces.  The  exception  here  may  be  the  early  San  Francisco  mint  coins 
which  seem  to  have  more  surface  problems  than  their  Philadelphia 
counterparts. 

Current  Price  Information 

Never  have  so  many  valued  so  much  in  so  many  different  ways.  This 
statement  is  the  only  truth  that  can  currently  be  said  about  Liberty  Seated 
Half  Dollar  price  guides.  To  look  at  the  Red  Book,  Coin  Market,  and  Trends 
you  would  think  that  somebody  had  been  drinking.  For  example  the  Red 
Book  values  a  Very  Good  1855-S  at  $150,  while  Trends  puts  the  price  at 
$400!  Coin  Market  claims  an  XF  1872-S  is  an  $80  item  while  Trends  puts  the 
price  at  $245!  Owners  of  these  coins  can  rest  easy  in  the  knowledge  that 
the  higher  prices  are  more  in  line  with  real  availability  than  the  lower 
figures,  but  the  disparities  do  give  cause  for  concern.  Does  anyone  really 
know  what  Liberty  Seated  Halves  are  worth?  My  personal  opinion  is  that 
since  Trends  has  been  taken  over  by  the  Coin  World  staff,  it  has  become  a 
better  pricing  guide  than  either  Coin  Market  or  the  Red  Book.  I  have  no- 
ticed, for  example,  a  sensitivity  to  auction  sales  and  advertised  prices. 
Rating  and  Pricing  No  Motto  Seated  Halves 

Now  for  the  fun  part.  What  should  one  pay  for  Seated  Halves?  Which 
dates  are  overrated  and  which  ones  deserve  more  attention?  There  are  in- 
deed a  great  many  common  dates  in  the  Half  Dollar  series;  however, 
finding  choice,  uncleaned  specimens  can  present  a  challenge.  I'd  like  to 
think  current  Trends  prices  for  common  dates  are  for  just  such  superior 
specimens.  A  few  trips  to  coin  shows  will  prove  to  even  the  casual  collector 
that  the  typical  cleaned  and  problem  pieces  can  be  bought  at  20%  to  50% 
below  Trend  prices.  The  serious  collector,  of  course,  should  hold  out  for 
premium  quality,  and  pricing  information  suggested  in  these  articles  will 
be  for  such  specimens.  I  regard  common  date  Seated  Halves  as  those  that 
fall  into  the  following  price  ranges:  Fines  at  $25  to  $40;  XFs  at  $65  to  $125 
and  Uncs.  at  $600  to  $1000.  Dates  not  mentioned  should  be  regarded  as 
common  although  some  variation  in  these  price  ranges  may  apply  (e.g. 
some  dates  are  slightly  tougher  in  low  grades;  others  a  little  better  in  Uncir- 
culated). 

The  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollar  series  opens  with  the  interesting  1839 
varieties.  Almost  every  observer  consulted  regards  the  No  Drapery  coin  as 
severely  overrated,  even  if  you  regard  it  as  a  one  year  type  coin.  It  is  auc- 
tioned more  frequently  than  the  With  Drapery  coin  and  seems  easily  ob- 
tainable in  all  grades  except  Uncirculated.  The  With  Drapery  coin,  however, 
is  definitely  underrated.  This  is  probably  due  to  the  fact  that  it  is  only  of 
special  interest  to  the  date  collector;  hence  the  fact  that  it  is  nearly  as  rare 
as  the  No  Drapery  coin  has  been  ignored.  Collectors  should  be  able  to  get 
circulated  No  Drapery  coins  at  30%  off  Trends  while  they  may  have  to  pay 
30%  over  Trends  to  get  a  nice  With  Drapery  piece  in  any  grade. 

As  with  the  Dollar  Series,  the  1840s  present  only  a  few  surprises  but  a 
couple  of  eye  openers  do  exist.  For  example,  the  1841  is  still  underrated  at 
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Trends  prices  while  the  1842  Small  Date  seems  overrated  by  about  25%.  No 
one  would  deny  the  1842-0  Small  Date  is  a  very  rare  coin,  but  apparently 
several  collectors  have  noticed  a  reasonable  availability  in  grades  below 
Fine.  If  you  are  happy  with  a  lesser  piece,  try  to  buy  it  at  about  75%  of 
Trends.  The  1845  remains  an  enigma  to  this  collector.  Some  view  it  as  dif- 
ficult and  others  see  it  as  common.  The  astute  collector  should  seek  out 
those  who  hold  the  latter  opinion  in  hunting  for  this  date.  The  1846  over 
horizontal  six  is  certainly  an  interesting  and  striking  oddity  but  goodly 
numbers  of  the  error  exist.  Trends  prices  seem  20%  high  on  this  issue. 
High  numbers  of  auction  appearances  are  noted  for  all  the  1848  through 
1852  Philadelphia  issues,  and  all  but  the  1849  are  overrated  by  20%  to  50%. 
The  1849,  however,  seems  difficult  to  find  at  shows  and  should  bring  30% 
above  listed  prices.  One  collector  also  reports  the  1849-0  as  difficult  but  no 
supporting  opinions  were  received.  The  1850, 1851  and  1852  have  long  been 
regarded  as  overrated  in  Uncirculated  and  several  reported  that  almost  all 
the  specimens  they  viewed  had  been  either  AU  or  Uncirculated.  In  sum  this 
seems  a  case  where  lower  grades  are  worth  their  Trends'  values,  but  AUs 
and  Uncs  are  not.  It  is  probable  that  the  low  mintage  caused  the  dates  to  be 
plucked  out  of  circulation  quickly. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  discoveries  to  emerge  from  a  study  of  the  No 
Motto  Halves  is  the  relative  rarity  of  the  two  1853  arrows  and  rays  issues. 
Popular  opinion  holds  that  both  pieces  are  common  without  any  premium 
being  justified  because  the  coins  are  a  one  year  type.  The  reasons  for  this 
conclusion  are  compelling:  first  the  reduction  in  weight  for  this  issue 
meant  that  none  were  melted;  second  the  striking  and  beautiful  design 
supposedly  caused  many  to  be  saved  in  top  grades.  Thus  whether  you  want 
an  AG  or  an  Unc,  locating  a  specimen  is  no  problem.  While  I  support  this 
belief  in  regard  to  the  Philadelphia  issue,  I  must  strongly  oppose  it  for  the 
New  Orleans  coin.  Amazingly  only  15  pieces  have  been  auctioned  in  ten 
years  for  the  1853-0!  Furthermore  expert  commentary  and  my  own  ex- 
periences at  coin  shows  lead  me  to  believe  that  specimens  above  VF  are 
hardly  ever  available.  I  must  conclude  that  even  the  revised  Trends  price  of 
$550  for  XF  is  still  too  low,  and  Uncirculated  specimens  must  be  regarded  as 
genuine  rarities. 

There  is  also  a  sleeper  in  the  With  Arrows  coinage  of  the  years  1854  and 
1855.  It  is  the  1855  Philadelphia  issue.  It  should  be  valued  at  30%  to  50% 
above  the  price  of  the  1854,  1854-0  and  1855-0.  Everyone  who  wrote  me 
noted  this  date  was  underrated. 

The  1855-S  With  Arrows  is  the  acknowledged  date  rarity  of  the  No  Motto 
Seated  Halves.  As  a  California  collector,  I  can  attest  to  how  difficult  this 
piece  is  to  locate  in  better  grades.  Small  groups  of  cleaned  AGs  and  Goods 
are  around,  but  nice  VGs  through  Uncs  will  cost  you  nothing  but  money.  I 
feel  this  date  is  worth  30%-50%  above  Trends  in  no  problem  VG  and  better. 
Later  "S"  mints  are  also  tough  with  the  1857-S  being  the  star  here.  I'd  rate 
the  1856-S  and  1858-S  next  in  rarity  with  the  1859-S  and  1860-S  also  deserv- 
ing of  being  valued  above  common.  Trends  regards  the  1860-S  as  nothing 
special,  so  I'd  say  it  is  undervalued  by  50%-100%  while  the  other  four 


11 


issues  are  worth  25%  more  than  current  listings.  The  1866-S  No  Motto 
presents  an  interesting  case  with  Good  and  Very  Good  specimens  being 
easy  to  locate  and  Fines  and  better  being  progressively  more  difficult  to 
find.  Therefore,  prices  on  lower  grades  should  be  lowered  some  25%,  while 
prices  on  VF  and  better  coins  should  be  increased  from  20%  to  50%. 

Collectors  have  long  regarded  the  Philadelphia  halves  of  the  1860s  as  be- 
ing rare.  They  are  scarce  but  apparently  overrated  according  to  most  com- 
mentators. The  most  overpriced  are  the  1860  and  1862  issues,  while  the 
1864  seems  to  have  the  best  claim  for  rare  date  status.  Overall  prices  on 
the  1860,  1862,  1863  and  1865  seem  30%  too  high.  Most  regard  the  1861  as 
common  and  Trends  prices  reflect  this  belief. 

In  sum,  auction  records  and  collector  comments  lead  me  to  believe  that 
the  following  dates  are  the  most  underrated:  1839  With  Drapery,  1841, 1849, 
1853-0,  1855,  1857-S  and  1860-S.  The  most  overrated  are  the  1839  No 
Drapery,  1848,  1860  and  1862  in  all  grades  and  the  1850,  1851  and  1852  in 
better  grades.  Special  situations  exist  for  the  1855-S  and  1866-S  No  Motto 
as  discussed  above. 

While  not  every  issue  in  the  Seated  Half  Dollar  series  has  a  story  behind 
it,  several  seem  to  have  been  seriously  misunderstood.  In  the  sequel  to  this 
article,  I  will  look  at  the  With  Motto  Halves  with  the  interesting  Carson  City 
issues  and  the  controversial  run  of  low  mintage  dates  from  1879  to  1890. 


DESIGN  SUGGESTIONS  FOR 
LITERARY  AWARD  PLAQUE  BEING  ACCEPTED 


At  the  Annual  club  meeting  in  San  Diego,  California  on  August  18,  1983 
club  members  voted  to  rename  the  club's  award  for  the  best  article  the 
KAMAL  M.  AHWASH  LITERARY  AWARD.  A  suitable  plaque  is  to  be 
presented  to  the  winner  of  the  election  each  year.  To  insure  that  the  best 
possible  design  is  selected  the  club  officers  wish  to  announce  that  they 
will  accept  suggestions  for  the  design  of  the  plaque  to  represent  this 
award.  Design  suggestions  will  be  accepted  by  all  three  club  officers  until 
December  31, 1983.  During  January  1984  a  design  will  be  selected  by  the  of- 
ficers and  plans  made  for  the  preparation  of  the  plaques  to  be  given  on  a 
yearly  basis.  As  the  result  of  a  motion  presented  at  the  Annual  meeting  pla- 
ques will  be  prepared  for  the  1982  and  1983  award  winners  with  one  addi- 
tional plaque  being  prepared  annually  for  that  year's  winner. 


The  Editor 
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J  &  K 

P.O.  BOX  565  •  CON  ROE,  TEXAS  77305 
Conroe  409/539-2000 

SALE  8.  MAIL  BID  RULES: 

1.  Coins  priced  add  postage  please. 

2.  "Bid"  minimum  bids  do  apply  where  shown. 

3.  Bids  recorded  in  order  received. 

4.  High  bidders  to  be  notified  by  December  15,  1983. 

5.  All  coins  guaranteed  genuine,  grading  by  ANA  and  Photograde. 

6.  Unsatisfactory  lot  must  be  postmarked  for  return  within  30  days  after  receipt. 

7.  Sale  and  mall  bid  closes  December  5,  1983. 

COMMENTS  «  DESCRIPTION 

HALF  DIMES 

1.1840  No  drapery  FINE  +   $10.25 

2.  1844-0  Small  0,  rotated  180°,  sm  page  52  Qobrecht  Journal 

Collective  Volume  1 ,  coin  grades  GOOD  "BIO" 

3.  1847  Nice  EXTRA  FINE   35.00 

4.  1848  Large  date,  very  scarce  FINE,  minimum  bid  $105.00   "BID" 

5. 1849/6  Obverse  ding,  grades  FINE  14.75 

6. 1852-0  Scarce  date,  grades  GOOD  29.00 

7. 1887  S  Grades  FINE  26.50 

DIMES 

8.  1838-0  No  stars,  VERY  GOOD  45.00 

9.  1839-0  Large  0,  rare  variety,  GOOD  "BID" 

10.  1841-0  VERY  FINE  49.00 

11.  1845-0  FINE   49.00 

12.  1849-0  Small  0,  GOOD  12.50 

13.  1856  Small  date,  FINE  15.75 

14.1856  Large  date  reverse  scratch,  GOOD  7.50 

15.  1870-S  VERY  RARE,  see  page  40  Gobrecht  Journal  Collective 

Volume  1,  AG  99.00 

16.  1873-S  Arrows,  obverse  scratch,  VERY  FINE  32.00 

QUARTERS 

17.1840-0  With  drapery,  GOOD  21.00 

18.  1850-0  FINE   49.00 

19.  1853  Arrows  and  rays,  VERY  FINE  28.00 

20.  1854-0  Arrows,  VERY  FINE  29.50 

21.1855-0  Arrows,  FINE  55.00 

22.  1860  ALMOST  UNCIRCULATED  125.00 

23. 1866-S  VERY  RARE,  see  Issue  26,  MINIMUM  BID  $350.00 

FINE  PLUS   "BID" 

24. 1868  VERY  RARE,  GOOD  obverse/ ALMOT  GOOD  reverse  85.00 

25.  1869  VERY  RARE,  mintage  16,600  twin  to  the  1868, 

GOOD/ALMOST  GOOD  95.00 

26.  1877  EXTRA  FINE  45.00 

27. 1888-S  See  Issue  27,  MINIMUM  BID  $195.00,  very  nice 

EXTRA  FINE  PLUS  "BID" 

HALVES 

28.  1841  0  FINE   27.50 

29.  1855-0  VERY  FINE  PLUS  40.00 

30.  1855-0  EXTRA  FINE  85.00 

31 .  1857  EXTRA  FINE  PLUS  75.00 

32.  1861  EXTRA  FINE  PLUS  59.00 

33.  1863-S  EXTRA  FINE  75.00 

34.  1867-S  VERY  FINE  70.00 

35.  1868  Weak  LIBERTY  but  overall  VERY  FINE  "BID" 

36.  1872-CC         see  page  46,  COLLECTIVE  VOLUME  1, 

MINIMUM  BID  $69.00  "BID" 

DOLLARS 

37.  1843  CHOICE  ALMOST  UNCIRCULATED,  MINIMUM 

BID  $395.00    "BID" 

38. 1849  Rim  bumps,  CHOICE  ALMOST  UNCIRCULATED, 

MINIMUM  BID  $395.00   "BID" 

39.  1860-0  CHOICE  ALMOST  UNCIRCULATED. 

MINIMUM  BID  $395.00   "BID" 

40.  1871  Weak  LIBERTY,  MINIMUM  BID  $125.00 

VERY  FINE  "BID" 

JERRY  MARTIN 

30  DAY  RETURNS    •    ANA  GRADING 
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SECOND  VARIETY  DISCOVERED  FOR 
1873  OPEN  3  NO  ARROWS  HALF  DOLLAR 

by 

David  Lange 


One  of  the  more  sought  after  rarities  of  the  Liberty  Seated  series  is  the 
1873  Open  3  half  dollar  without  arrowheads.  Approximately  twelve 
specimens  of  this  coin  have  been  reported  to  date.  Although  ranging  in 
condition  from  Good  to  Uncirculated,  all  of  these  pieces  have  had  in  com- 
mon a  single  obverse  die.  This  seemingly  imperturbable  harmony  was 
disrupted  in  August  of  1982  when  a  specimen  bearing  a  previously 
unknown  obverse  surfaced  at  the  annual  convention  of  the  ANA  in  Boston. 

The  piece  was  shown  around  to  various  specialists  in  the  series  with  the 
general  consensus  being  that  it  did  indeed  represent  a  new  variety.  Confir- 
mation of  this  fact  was  soon  provided  by  the  American  Numismatic 
Association  Certification  Service.  In  a  letter  to  the  coin's  owner,  Tom 
DeLorey  of  ANACS  verified  that  this  piece  was  coined  from  a  second  pair 
of  dies,  these  possibly  having  been  intended  for  the  striking  of  proof  coins 
but  never  employed  for  that  purpose.  In  correspondence  with  this  writer, 
Harry  X  Boosel  of  1873  fame  reaffirmed  that  no  proofs  were  coined  from 
these  dies,  the  reason  being  that  proofs  of  the  closed  3,  no  arrows  dies  still 
remained  unsold  when  the  new  pieces  with  arrowheads  at  the  date  were 
issued,  1  April,  1873.  Since  the  adoption  of  the  open  3  punch  occurred 
shortly  before  the  new  legislation  increasing  the  weight  of  the  subsidiary 
silver  coins  went  into  effect,  any  pieces  coined  from  the  open  3,  no  arrows 
dies  would  thus  be  undistributable  after  31  March,  1873. 

This  second  variety  of  the  1873  Open  3,  no  arrows  half  dollar  is  an  uncir- 
culated coin  and  can  be  traced  back  some  twenty  years.  It  was  sold  over 
the  counter  to  a  dealer  at  a  Chicago  coin  shop  for  twenty  dollars.  Shortly 
thereafter,  it  was  purchased  by  the  present  owner  with  the  dealer  realizing 
five  dollars  profit.  Although  recognized  as  the  open  3  variety,  there  was  not 
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a  great  demand  for  this  variety  at  the  time,  and  the  coin  was  purchasea  ror 
inclusion  in  a  type  set.  More  recently,  it  was  submitted  to  ANACS  for 
authentication  and  grading,  and  it  was  then  that  the  coin  was  determined 
to  be  a  previously  unknown  variety. 

The  characteristics  of  the  first  variety  obverse  die  have  been  well 
documented.  Numerous  pits  in  the  die  appear  as  raised  dots  of  metal  and 
mar  the  surface  of  higher  grade  pieces.  The  second  variety  is  in  all  respects 
a  much  finer  obverse  die,  having  only  one  such  pit  on  the  surface  of  the 
rock  just  to  the  left  of  Liberty's  right-hand  index  finger.  All  shallow  relief 
features  of  the  die  are  evident,  and  the  field  is  unfinished  in  the  area  be- 
tween the  chin  and  shoulder.  Most  of  the  obverse  is  fully  struck,  with  the 
exception  of  the  forehead  which  is  flat  and  lacking  in  detail. 

A  further  distinction  can  be  made  between  the  two  obverse  dies  by  ex- 
amining the  positioning  of  the  date.  On  the  first  variety,  the  date  is  well 
centered  and  level.  The  second  variety  features  a  date  which  is  high  and 
level,  save  for  the  3  which  is  noticeably  lower  than  the  other  figures.  This 
reflects  the  application  of  a  three-digit  logotype,  the  normal  practice  for 
half  dollar  dies  of  this  period.  Observing  the  first  variety,  a  line  drawn  ver- 
tically from  the  left  side  of  the  base  of  the  1  will  pierce  the  center  of  a  denti- 
cle. In  contrast,  a  similar  line  drawn  on  the  second  variety  will  drop  neatly 
between  two  denticles. 

The  reverse  die  of  the  new  variety  is  not  particularly  distinctive,  although 
it  does  exhibit  slight  doubling  in  the  legends.  This  is  in  contrast  to  the  first 
variety's  reverse  die  which  is  described  as  being  "perfect"  by  M.L.  Beistle 
in  his  reference  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties  and  Sub-Varieties.  Overall,  the 
reverse  of  the  discovery  coin  is  quite  sharp,  with  the  exception  of  the  usual 
loss  of  high-point  detail  on  the  eagle's  right  claw. 


JOHN  GRIFFIN 

P.O.  BOX  26019  •  DENVER,  COLORADO  80226 

Postpaid.  30  day  return.  (303)  986-0767.  Conservative  grading. 


HALF  DIMES 

1844-0    Good-6,  Large  0  g75 

1844-0    Good-4,  Large  0  60 

DIMES 

1849-0 
1858-0 

QUARTERS 

1864       VF-30  gllO 

1868-S    XF40/45  185 


XF  + 
AU.  . 


Large  0  g250 

 810 


QUARTERS 

1876-CC  XF-I- /XF   g65 

1878-CC  XF  90 

1884       VF -»-,  many  tiny  obv. 

marks  under  glass  175 

1891-0    Good-6 -^  / 3 -»-   no 

HALVES 

1852       About  VF,  planchet 

naws  }?275 

1854-0    XF  or  better  IK) 

1876-CC  XF  baggy  65 
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CLASSICAL  AMERICAN  COINS 

P.O.  BOX  9516   •  SEATTLE,  WASHINGTON  98109 

HALF  DIMES 

1840  VF-30  No  Drapery  $35 

1 844-  0        Xf -40  V2  with  1 80 »  rotated  reverse  475 

1 849  AU-50  Repunched  Date;  eye  appealing  toning   115 

1 857-  0         XF-40  Original  toning  and  surfaces  45 

1864-S        VF-30  Perfect  for  the  grade  90 

1 868-S         AU-50  Blue  and  gold  toning  89 

1871  AU-50  Brilliant  79 

1 872  VF-20  Deeply  toned  but  inexpensive  14 

1873  AU-  5  5  Fully  struck  and  nicely  toned  90 

DIMES 

1839  VF-30  No  drapery  var.  Some  luster  present  $38 

1 844  AU-  50  Brilliant  smootli  surfaces  48  5 

1 845-  0        XF-45  Strong  strllie  400 

1 860-0        VG-8  All  there  for  the  grade  3  50 

1 872-S         XF-45  Has  both  luster  and  eye  appeal  265 

1875  AU-50  Brilliant  58 

1 876-CC       F- 1 2  Doubled  Die  obverse  variety  80 

1 880  MS-63  Blue  and  gold  toning  on  perfect  surfaces  850 

1 882  XF-40  Original  surfaces  22 

1884-S         VF-20  Nice  for  the  grade  36 

1 887-S         VF-20  Original  surfaces  12 

1 889  XF-45  Lots  of  luster  still  present  33 

1890  AU-50  Lusterous  with  a  good  strike  52 

1 890-S         XF-45  Brilliant  with  a  bold  strike   48 

1 89 1  -0         XF-40  Some  peripheral  luster  still  present  24 

TWENTY  CENT 

1875-CC       AU-50  Beautiful  surfaces  with  almost  full  luster   $410 

QUARTERS 

1 843-0         F- 1 2  No  problems,  Just  wear   $47 

1860-0        VF-20  Nice  for  the  grade  45 

1875-CC      VF-20  Again  a  problem  free  piece   210 

HALVES 

1843-0         XF-40  Toned  and  has  eye  appeal  $90 

1848  AU-50  Brilliant  215 

1 85 1  XF-45  Rose  toning  over  lusterous  surfaces  435 

1 858-  0        XF-45  Repunched  Date  (see  Issue  26  of  |ournal)  90 

1 862-S         XF-40  Some  luster  still  present  65 

1 866  XF-40  w/ Motto;  original  surfaces  90 

1 868-S         XF-45  Some  luster  present  90 

1870-S         XF-40  Brilliant   95 

1878-CC      VF-20  Nice  surfaces  600 

DOLLARS 

1 859-  S         VF-30  Problem  free;  Brilliant  $455 

1 860  XF-4 5  Excellent  strike  and  nice  toning   735 

1 872-S         XF-40  Beautiful  rose  toning  over  nice  surfaces  850 

All  coins  are  graded  by  a  strict  adherence  to  ANA  standards,  and  are  problem  free  for 
their  grades.  A  21  day  return  privilege  is  extended.  Some  help  with  postage  would  be 
appreciated  on  small  orders.  I  am  interested  in  purchasing  any  Seated  material,  both  the 
common  and  the  scarce,  which  has  'eye  appeal'  for  the  grade.  Please  write. 

BOB  (206)  283-1527  Evenings  LSCC  #440 
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KAMAL  M.  AHWASH-AN  INTROSPECTIVE 

by 

Thomas  E.  Baroody 

Kam  Ahwash  has  perhaps  done  more  to  advance  collector  and  investor 
interest  in  the  Liberty  Seated  series  than  any  other  person.  Apart  from  his 
keen  interest,  tireless  research  efforts  and  overall  knowledge  concerning 
Liberty  Seated  coinage,  Kam  was  a  very  engaging  and  colorful  individual.  It 
was  truly  a  day  of  bereavement  for  the  numismatic  fraternity  when  cancer 
claimed  his  life  this  past  April  after  a  long  and  difficult  battle. 

I  came  to  know  Kam  in  early  1976  after  having  purchased  a  few  coins 
from  him  in  my  specialty— Liberty  Seated  dimes.  We  then  became  fairly 
good  friends  and  used  to  meet  often  at  coin  conventions  or  auctions  in  the 
New  York  area  when  I  was  living  there.  Some  of  Kam's  characteristics  that 
always  interested  me  were  his  independence,  thoroughness,  generosity, 
and  love  of  life. 

His  sense  of  independence  allowed  him  to  utilize  non-traditional 
methods  in  evaluating,  attributing  and  grading  Liberty  Seated  coins.  He 
would  constantly  be  searching  for  new  die  varieties  when  other  collectors 
or  dealers  were  only  interested  in  dates  and  mint  marks.  His  grading 
methods  differed  from  those  of  the  more  conventional  and  better  estab- 
lished dealers,  simply  because  of  the  research,  time  and  effort  he  would 
put  into  the  specific  evaluation  of  Liberty  Seated  coinage. 

For  example,  Kam  never  graded  a  coin  higher  than  MS-65.  He  would  use 
descriptive  adjectives  to  describe  the  subtle  characteristics  of  an  MS-65 
coin  such  as  "Gem"  or  "Superb"  if  they  were  warranted.  To  Kam  an  MS-65 
coin  was  a  "top  of  the  line"  specimen.  Not  only  would  the  coin  have  to 
possess  a  minimum  (or  no)  marks  and  have  original  luster  and  clean  sur- 
faces, but  it  would  have  to  be  well-struck  through  the  head,  stars,  wreath, 
etc.  Kam  was  very  insistent  about  including  the  strike  of  a  coin  in  his 
grading  system.  Coins  that  were  stunning  in  appearance,  and  that  would 
have  a  minimum  number  of  marks,  beautiful  surfaces  and  luster,  etc.  might 
only  be  classified  MS-63  under  Kam's  grading  system  because  of  a  weak 
strike,  or  weakness  in  certain  parts  of  the  design.  Other  dealers  might 
classify  such  weakly  struck  coins  as  Gem  MS-65,  Gem  MS-67,  etc.,  but  Kam 
would  characterize  them  something  like  "MS-63— Superb  surfaces  with 
beautiful  irridescent  toning  about  the  periphery— however  head  only  half 
struck  up— weakness  at  several  stars  and  in  the  denticles,  reverse  wreath 
lacking  full  definition." 

In  essence,  Kam's  methods  of  grading  Seated  coinage  were  more 
thorough  and  critical  than  those  of  a  majority  of  dealers,  because  of  his 
knowledge  and  specialization  in  the  Seated  series.  Naturally  there  would 
be  disagreement,  but  as  Kam  would  always  say,  "price  makes  the  dif- 
ference". Indeed  some  of  the  coins  Kam  would  sell  of  the  same  date  and 
grade  might  not  be  priced  alike.  This  was  done  to  reflect  subtle  or  minute 
differences  in  appearance,  luster,  toning,  strike,  etc.  However  if  he  graded 
a  coin  MS-65,  you  could  be  sure  it  would  be  fully  struck  up  with  a  minimum 
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of  marks.  It  would  almost  certainly  be  graded  Gem  MS-65  or  Gem  MS-67  by 
most  other  dealers.  If  Kam  attached  the  label  "Gem"  to  one  of  his  MS-65 
coins,  it  would  probably  be  rated  a  Superb  Gem  MS -67+  or  "Wonder 
Coin"  MS-69  by  others. 

One  of  the  interesting  features  Kam  taught  me  about  Liberty  Seated 
dimes  was  the  generally  poor  striking  quality  exhibited  by  coins  dated 
1882-1891,  especially  those  from  the  Philadelphia  mint.  While  pieces  in  the 
1882-91  series  are  not  particularly  scarce  in  uncirculated  condition,  those 
with  full  strikes,  especially  those  with  full  heads  are  indeed  very  difficult  to 
locate.  Kam  would  always  pride  himself  on  obtaining  a  full  strike  dime  in 
that  series  in  uncirculated  condition.  As  often  related  to  me,  he  would 
usually  have  to  examine  10  or  15  uncirculated  pieces  of  a  certain  date  (in 
the  1882-91  period)  before  one  could  be  found  with  a  full  head.  In  contrast, 
most  of  the  legend  obverse  Philadelphia  dimes  in  the  1860's  and  1870's  are 
better  struck  than  those  in  the  1880's. 

My  own  experience  proved  that  he  was  indeed  correct,  and  it  is  a  point  of 
which  collectors  should  be  cognizant.  There  are  many  other  instances  of 
this  fine  tuned  knowledge  of  Liberty  Seated  coinage  that  Kam  would  will- 
ingly share  with  interested  collectors  or  investors.  He  would  often  be 
criticized  by  many  so-called  more  knowledgeable  or  larger  dealers  for  his 
independent  approach  to  grading  or  pricing,  but  my  exposure  in  the  area 
proved  that  he  was  invariably  more  right  than  wrong.  In  my  opinion,  Kam's 
standards  ought  to  form  a  foundation  for  the  grading  of  Liberty  Seated 
coinage,  especially  for  those  in  uncirculated  condition. 

Aside  from  his  numismatic  aspects,  Kam  was  truly  an  interesting  and 
unique  personality  in  his  own  right.  A  native  of  Charleston,  West  Virginia, 
he  served  in  the  U.S.  Army  in  France  at  the  end  of  World  War  II.  Always  hav- 
ing had  a  love  for  singing  opera,  he  received  a  scholarship  to  the  National 
Conservatory  of  Music  in  Paris.  After  graduation  in  1951,  he  sang  with 
several  opera  companies  in  Europe,  including  the  well  known  Paris  Opera 
Company.  When  we  dined  together,  he  would  often  break  out  a  few 
baritone  lines  from  one  of  his  favorites,  the  operas  of  Guiseppe  Verdi.  He 
was  particularly  fond  of  French  restaurants,  and  often  liked  to  unwind  in 
discos  and  the  like  after  a  hard  days  work.  Kam  spoke  French  fluently  and 
had  a  good  working  knowledge  of  his  ancestral  language,  Arabic.  Upon  his 
return  to  the  United  States,  he  became  an  aspiring  Broadway  actor,  and  for 
awhile  took  up  residence  in  New  York  City.  He  appeared  in  several  off- 
Broadway  productions,  as  well  as  the  Broadway  play  "Infidel  Ceasar."  As 
he  often  would  relate  to  me,  he  was  held  back  from  leading  roles  in  several 
other  more  famous  productions  because  he  was  too  short  for  roles  sought 
by  most  casting  directors.  Kam  also  appeared  in  two  movies,  one  of  them 
"Requiem  for  a  Heavyweight." 

Kam  settled  in  Media,  Pennsylvania,  a  suburb  of  Philadelphia  in  the  early 
1960's.  To  supplement  his  acting  career,  he  worked  there  in  a 
hotel/restaurant  operated  by  his  sister.  It  was  at  this  time  that  his  interest 
in  collecting  Liberty  Seated  coins  was  revived.  As  a  boy  in  Charleston,  he 
had  earlier  become  acquainted  with  the  Liberty  Seated  series,  but  as  with 
many  of  us,  more  pressing  schooling  and  career  demands  forced  him  to 
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concentrate  on  other  activities.  However  after  settling  in  Media,  his  en- 
thusiasm for  the  Liberty  Seated  series  was  rejuvenated.  Thereafter  he 
became  a  serious  collector,  student  and  ultimately  dealer  of  Liberty  Seated 
material,  specializing  in  half-dimes,  dimes  and  quarters.  As  Kam's 
business  prospered  and  as  he  became  more  recognized,  he  expanded  his 
horizons  to  include  Liberty  Seated  half-dollars,  dollars  and  then  Trade 
dollars  and  even  a  few  gold  coins.  He  authored  the  comprehensive  book 
Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Liberty  Seated  Dimes,  which  has  now 
become  the  standard  reference  text  on  the  subject,  and  was  working  on  a 
similar  manuscript  for  half  dimes  prior  to  his  death.  He  always  stressed 
quality  and  rarity,  and  was  very  particular  about  coins  he  would  buy  or  sell. 
In  short  Kam  was  a  perfectionist  when  it  came  to  Liberty  Seated  coins. 

If  there  was  one  particular  coin  which  seemed  to  have  captivated  Kam's 
attention,  it  was  the  legendary  1860-0  dime.  He  spent  many  long  hours 
researching  this  coin,  and  several  of  his  articles  on  the  subject  were 
published  in  numismatic  journals.  He  personally  owned,  at  one  time  or 
another,  several  examples  ranging  from  Good  to  Uncirculated.  At  one  point 
he  compiled  a  census  of  known  1860-0  dimes,  finding  only  three  legitimate 
uncirculated  examples  to  exist,  until  a  fourth  turned  up  at  an  ANA  Conven- 
tion in  1973  (which  he  later  related  to  me  was  lost.)  He  liked  to  point  out  how 
the  1860-0  in  uncirculated  was  at  least  three  times  as  rare  as  the  much 
more  famous  1894-S  Barber  dime  in  the  same  condition  (a  fact  true  of 
several  other  uncirculated  Liberty  Seated  dimes).  He  purchased  the  finest 
known  of  the  3-4  uncirculated  1860-0  examples,  a  pristine  Gem  MS-65  ver- 
sion, at  a  Stack's  auction  in  May  1975  for  the  then  astounding  price  of 
$9,500.  Afterwards,  he  assembled  a  complete  mint  set  of  1860-0  silver  coins 
in  gem  condition,  with  the  dime  as  the  centerpiece.  Later  the  set  was 
broken  and  the  1860-0  dime  was  sold  to  a  nationally  prominent  dime  collec- 
tor. Incidentally,  one  of  the  other  mint  state  versions  of  the  1860-0  dime  was 
auctioned  recently  by  Stack's  in  their  September  1983  sale.  This  was  the 
example  from  the  Merkin  1966  sale.  The  other  surviving  mint  state  coin  is  in 
the  Eliasberg  collection,  where  it  is  claimed  to  be  a  proof! 

The  1860-0  dime  may  have  been  Kam's  favorite,  but  it  was  by  no  means 
the  only  coin  with  which  he  was  captivated.  Among  other  dimes,  Kam  was 
particularly  fond  of  the  three  major  varieties  of  1838,  i.e.  the  "Small  Stars," 
the  "Large  Stars"  and  the  "Partial  Drapery".  As  well,  the  1840  "No 
Drapery"/1840  "With  Drapery"  dimes  were  of  interest,  as  were  the  1873  No 
Arrows  "Closed  3"  and  "Open  3"  varieties.  He  liked  to  compare  and  point 
out  the  rarity  of  the  1838  "Small  Stars,"  1840  "Drapery"  and  1873  No  Arrows 
"Open  3"  vis-a-vis  their  more  common  major  varieties.  The  average 
numismatist  was  not  usually  aware  of  this.  In  fact  Kam's  research  often 
would  reveal  the  real  rarity  of  some  sleepers  in  the  dime  series,  such  as  the 
1847,  1874-CC,  1884-S  and  1886-S.  Even  though  the  numismatic  community 
was  generally  aware  that  these  coins  were  scarce,  they  were  often 
overlooked  because  of  greater  notoriety  given  to  traditional  dates  thought 
to  be  much  rarer  (e.g.  1844  and  1846,  1873-CC,  and  1885-S).  These  are  but  a 
few  of  the  many  examples  borne  out  by  Kam's  pet  phrase  "Knowledge 
Through  Research." 
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One  of  Kam's  greatest  attributes  was  his  generosity.  He  would  never 
cease  to  lend  his  knowledge  to  even  the  most  novice  numismatist  who 
displayed  some  interest  or  curiosity  in  the  Liberty  Seated  series.  His 
generosity  in  the  numismatic  profession  carried  over  to  everyday  life. 
When  we  would  go  out  to  dinner,  he  would  always  insist  on  paying  for  the 
check.  When  you  asked  him  for  a  particular  auction  catalogue  or  article,  it 
would  be  sent  to  you  the  next  day.  When  you  sought  advice,  he  would  give 
it  freely  and  openly.  Whenever  he  would  visit  one  particular  large  coin 
dealer  prior  to  an  auction,  Kam  would  invariably  send  flowers  to  all  of  that 
dealer's  clerical  staff.  If  asked,  he  would  often  assist  dealers  in  the 
cataloguing  and  grading  of  Liberty  Seated  material  prior  to  some  large  auc- 
tions. Indeed,  he  would  do  the  same  for  individuals  if  they  sent  him  their 
coins  for  study.  His  efforts  in  helping  to  start  the  Liberty  Seated  Collector's 
Club  and  Gobrecht  Journal  are  well  documented. 

As  with  many  unique  and  singular  individuals  in  this  world,  there  will  not 
be  another  Kam.  I  truly  hope  that  we  as  collectors  of  Liberty  Seated 
coinage  continue  to  remember  the  tireless  efforts  and  contributions  he  has 
made  to  the  Seated  series.  Above  all  he  should  be  remembered  as  a  fine 
and  special  person.  His  legacy  will  continue  as  long  as  there  are  collectors 
of  Liberty  Seated  coinage  who  will  strive  to  continue  furtherance  of  his  ef- 
forts. 


numismatic 
portfolios 

P.O.  box  9091  •  bakersfield,  California  93389 
(805)  831  1211 
Donald  J.  Vettel       ANA  #  R-97048       LSCC  #572 
Liberty  Seated  Specialist  Since  1973 

SEATED  HALVES  AND  DOLLARS  FOR  SALE: 

1857-S        F-15  cleaned;  has  retoned  naturally;  scarce  $  80 

1866-S        F-12  weak  "E"  In  Liberty;  scarce  no  motto  90 

1870-S         F/VF-15  +  nice,  original  coin;  scarce  50 

1871  MS-60;  fine  hairline  scratches  on  obverse  and  reverse  125 

$1 

1849  XF-45  nice,  original  coin  *25 

1849  AU-55  nice,  original  coin  800 

1869  VF-30  cleaned;  partially  retoned  250 

TERMS  OF  SALE: 

1.  All  coins  guaranteed  genuine  and  graded  by  ANA  standards.  30  day 
unconditional  return  privilege. 

2.  Phone  orders  tal<en  between  5  p.m.  and  9  p.m.  PST.  Please  call  collect. 
Approval  sales  to  regular  customers  only.  Postal  money  orders  and  cashier's 
checks  get  immediate  delivery.  M\ovi  2  weeks  for  other  checks  and  money 
orders  to  clear. 

3.  All  prices  include  postage  and  insurance.  California  residents  please  add 
6%  sales  tax. 
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YET  ANOTHER  ERROR  1858  0  HALF  DOLLAR 

by 

William  B.  Bugert 


I  was  indeed  fortunate  to  find  the  half  dollar  shown  below  and  would  like 
to  share  it  with  the  club  members.  This  half  dollar  is  remarkable  because  it 
has  the  bottom  loop  of  an  '8'  clearly  punched  in  the  rock  below  the  drapery. 
Additionally,  there  are  cuttings  of  something  in  the  reeding  below  the  gaps 
between  '18'  and  '58'.  This  variety  is  Beistle  unlisted,  the  first  I've  seen  and 
somewhat  similar  to  the  1858-S  with  the  bottom  loop  of  an  '8'  punched 
lower  in  the  rock. 

Judging  from  the  number  of  odd  recutting  errors  from  1857-1859  the 
Philadelphia  mint  must  have  been  training  new  die  cutters  or  they  must 
have  hired  some  second  hand  help.  For  whatever  the  reason  they  were 
thoughtful  or  careless  enough  to  create  numerous  varieties  for  us  twen- 
tieth century  specialists. 


SEATED  SPECIALS  FROM  BILL! 


HALF  DIMES 


1840-0    With  Drapery,  Good  4  $24 

1848       Huge  Date  AG-G   7 

1848  0     Smallo,  F-VF15+   27 

18480     Large  0,VF  + 25/35   52 

1849  0     Nice  Good  4  23 

18500     F-VF15   21 

1851-  0     AG-G  4 

1852-  0  VF-XF35-^,  Few  lite  digs  ..  .45 

1855-0     VF-20,  nice  tone  25 

1 872-S  S  below  bow,  VF-20,  dark  ...  1 5 

DIMES 

1838-0   VG-F10,  some  obverse 

digs  $29 

1 838     Small  Stars,  VG-8  20 

1838     Large  Stars 

VF-XF35+   35 

1840     With  Drapery  F-1 2  + 

scarce  79 
1840     With  Drapery  VF-XF35, 

granular  139 

1843  0   VF  XF35+  few  lite 

digs,  rare   139 

1847     Date  Into  base,  Fair  6 

1847     Date  below  base, 

G-4,  pinhole  7 

1850-0   Medium  0,  VF30/F12, 

scarce  69 

1850-  0   Large  0,  XF-40, 

granular  69 

1851-  0   XF-40/ VF20,  few  lite 

digs  32 

1852-  0   VF30/25   72 

1 859  S  VF  XF35  porous  1 25 

1868      VG10/8  13 

1 868-  S  VG-8,  few  tiny  digs  14 

1869-  S  F12/VG8  14 

1871-S  VG8/G4  16 

1873     Open3,  VF-20,  porous  .  .  .18 

1875-  S  S  in  wreath,  Au-55,  good 

lustre,  weak  strike, 
scratch  on  rev  25 

1876-  CC  Doubled  Legend 

F12/15  39 

1885     XF-40,  once  cleaned  23 

1885-S  Good  6/4,  original 

tone,  rare   99 


QUARTERS 

1840-0     No  Drapery,  VF-20  porous  .$18 


1840  Choice  XF-AU  45/50   169 

1842  0  Large  Date,  XF-40  nice  65 

1856-S  XF-45,  well  struck   259 

1860-S  Good  4/ AG3,  scarce  49 

HALVES 

1841-  0     Large  0,VFXF35+  $39 

1842-  0     Large  Date,  VF-XF35-H  42 

1842-0     Small  Date  AGS,  original 

surfaces,  rare  429 

1845-0     Recut  5,  AU50 nice   95 

1847-0     AU-50  well  struck,  nice  82 

1850-0     F12/15  27 

1854       XF45/40nice  45 

1856-S  XF-45,  somewhat  porous  .  .95 
1858-0     XF-45,  granular,  two 

scratches  24 

1864  VF20/25,  weak  lower 

leg  of  E  42 

1865  F12/15  33 

1871-  CC  XF-40,  rough  surfaces, 

rare  189 

1 872-  S    Good  4,  tough  date  24 

1873-  CC  No  Arrows,  VG10/VF20, 

cleaned  55 


DOLLARS 

1840       Choice  XF-45,  well  struck 
and  proof-like,  nicely 
toned  but  probably 
once  cleaned  $375 

1846-0     Choice  Borderline  UNC- 
59  -I- ,  litest  rub  on 
highest  points,  few 
bagmarks.  Proof-like, 
covered  by  lite  original 
tone,  never  cleaned. 
This  is  really  the  finest 
1846-0  dollar  I've  ever 
seen   775 

1873-CC  Trade  Dollar  F-1 2  scarce .  .  .  149 


Grading  by  ANA  Standards         14  Day  Return  for  Any  Reason. 

BILL  G.  CARPENTER  RARE  COINS 

BOX  734  •  SEMMES,  ALABAMA  36575 

Phone  (205)  649-2631 
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A  COUNTERSTAMPED  1868-S  HALF  DOLLAR 


Shown  below  is  a  picture  of  an  1868-S  half  dollar  sent  in  by  Jannes  Partin 
of  Florida  that  has  been  counterstamped  with  the  numbers  4-11-44.  The 
coin  has  been  well  worn  by  many  years  in  circulation  and  would  grade  no 
better  than  good  by  today's  standards.  The  raised  area  on  the  reverse 
caused  by  the  counterstamp  has  been  well  worn  creating  a  flattened  area 
that  blocks  out  part  of  the  letters  ICA  on  the  reverse.  These  characteristics 
would  indicate  that  the  counterstamp  was  made  early  in  the  life  of  the  coin 
and  that  the  piece  circulated  for  many  years  with  the  numbers  punched  in- 
to the  obverse. 

I  would  have  to  speculate  that  the  numbers  stand  for  the  date  April  11, 
1844.  The  date  of  the  coin  would  indicate  that  the  counterstamp  could  not 
have  been  made  until  almost  25  years  from  the  date  stamped  on  the  coin. 
One  reasonable  explanation  for  the  counterstamp  would  be  that  it  was 
done  to  commemorate  a  25th  wedding  anniversary  for  a  friend  or  family 
member.  Early  in  1869  the  new  half  dollars  might  not  have  been  available 
so  that  a  new  one  of  the  previous  year  was  used  for  the  occasion.  The  piece 
might  have  then  been  used  as  a  pocket  piece  for  a  number  of  years  before  it 
escaped  into  circulation  either  by  accident  or  upon  the  death  of  the  parties 
involved. 

I  am  sure  that  there  are  other  explanations  for  the  counterstamp  that  ap- 
pears on  this  coin.  Does  anyone  have  any  ideas  of  how  these  pieces  were 
stamped  or  what  the  customs  were  just  after  the  Civil  War  that  might  ex- 
plain the  numbers  seen  on  this  coin? 

The  pictures  of  the  1868-S  half  dollar  were  taken  by  Don  Slouffman  at 
Paramount  Rare  Coin  Company  in  Englewood,  Ohio. 

The  Editor 
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4c6cntcf.  SccOed  (^<Uk^  Saic 

QUARTERS 


1864        EF-40  cleaned  $195 

1881         PROOF  50/55   295 

HALVES 

1858  AU-55  Light  Rim  Nicks  $110 

1859  0     AU-58+ Original  Toning  225 

DOLLARS 

1844  EF-40/45   $375 

1845  VF-30,  Rim  Bump  220 

1846-0      VF-30   320 

1848        VG/F-10/12  250 

1848  EF-40   625 

1849  VF-20   220 

1860  EF-40   525 

1860        EF/AU  Light  Scratches  550 

1864        VG  Repaired  120 

1867        AU-59   725 


ALSO  BUYING  ALL  HIGHER  GRADE  AND  BETTER  DATE 

SEATED  COINAGE 


P.O.  BOX  289  •  CHENANGO  BRIDGE,  NEW  YORK  13745 
Telephone  (607)  648-3937 
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J.  Colvin  Randall  Once  Owned  Finest  Known 
1853-0  No  Arrows  Half 


Randall-Garrett  Specimen 
1853-0  No  Arrows  Half  Dollar 


Recently  I  had  an  opportunity  to  visit  tlie  offices  of  Parannount  Rare  Coin 
Co.  in  Englewood,  Ohio  and  spent  some  time  there  reading  material  in  their 
numismatic  library.  I  came  across  one  auction  catalogue  that  was 
prepared  by  J.W.  Haseltine  with  the  auction  lots  sold  at  Bangs  &  Co.  on 
November  28-30,  1881.  On  the  first  page  of  the  book  was  a  hand  written 
statement  that  said  J.  Colvin  Randall,  1881.  I  took  this  to  mean  that  this 
catalogue  was  once  the  personal  property  of  Mr.  Randall.  The  catalogue 
provided  a  rather  extensive  listing  of  early  United  States  coinage  and  at- 
tempted to  distinguish  among  varieties  of  the  same  date  when  these  were 
included  in  the  sale.  Mr.  Haseltine  even  provided  notes  on  other  varieties 
that  were  known  but  not  included  in  the  sale.  While  extensive,  the  listing 
was  not  complete.  On  the  inside  front  cover  was  hand  written  a  listing  of 
varieties  known  to  the  owner  that  were  not  included  in  the  catalogue.  The 
last  entry  said.  Half  Dollar  1853-0  No  Arrows  or  Rays  owned  by  J.C.  Randall, 
1884.  In  his  book  on  the  history  of  the  Garrett  collection,  Q.  David  Bowers 
states  that  the  J.  Colvin  Randall  collection  was  catalogued  by  W.  Elliot 
Woodward  and  sold  in  midsummer  1885.  He  also  states  that  T.  Harrison 
Garrett  purchased  the  finest  known  1853-0  No  Arrows  half  from  this  sale. 
Does  any  one  know  where  Randall  obtained  the  coin  that  was  sold  to  Gar- 
rett in  1885? 

The  Editor 
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For  the  past  six  months,  we  have  diligently  searched  local,  regional  and  na- 
tional coin  shows,  numismatic  publications  and  mailing  lists  for  six  coins 
we  firmly  believe  are  truly  scarce  and  underrated.  They  are  the  1873  N/A 
Open  3  10(t,  1873  N/A  Closed  3  lOc,  1890-S  lOc,  1848  50q;,  1870-S  50(t  and 
1891  50c.  If  you  have  been  faithfully  reading  various  articles,  letters  and 
observations  by  fellow  members  in  the  Gobrecht  Journal  then  we  do  not 
have  to  explain  any  further. 


HALF  DIMES 

1856       VF-35,  original  toning  $22 

1869  S    AU-50,  light  toning,  wire 

rim  95 

DIMES 

1840       W/D  VF-30,  tough 

above  fine  $165 

18410     VF-35,  peripheral  toning  65 

1844  VF-25,  scarce  130 

1845-0     F-1 2,  scarce  48 

1853       W/A,  VF-25  original 

toning  16 

1853  W/A,  XF-40,  original 

toning  35 

1854  W/A,  XF-40,  original 

toning  40 

1856  0    XF-40,  Large  0,  date 

recut up   65 

1860-S    VF-30,  some  mint  lustre  ...  120 

1862-S    VF-30,  scarce  70 

1873       N/A  VG-10,Open3  25 

1873       N/A  VF-25,  Open  3  70 

1873       N/A  VF-35,  Open  3  90 

1873       N/A  F-1 5,  Closed  3  20 

1873       N/A  VF-25,  Closed  3  30 

1873       N/A  VF-25,  Closed  3, 

Recut  7  60 

1873       N/A  VF-30,  Closed  3  40 

1873       N/A  VF-30,  Closed  3, 

Recut  7  80 

1873       N/A  XF-40,  Closed  3   55 

1873       N/A  XF-45,  Closed  3   60 

1890  VF-35,  beautifully  toned  16 

1890-S    S/SVG-10,  scarce  28 

1890-S     F-1 2  22 

1890-S     F-1 5  27 

1890S     VF-20  40 

1890-S     VF-25  45 

1890-S     VF-30 -I-  55 

1890-S     XF-40  75 

1890-S     XF-45  85 

QUARTERS 

1840-0     W/D  VF-30,  scarce  Issue .  .  $125 
1840-0     W/D  AU-50 -t-  from  10/29/82 
hoard  discovered  in 
New  Orleans   285 

1845  XF-40,  gorgeous  blue- 

green  toning  70 

1853       A&RXF-40,  original  toning  .85 

1856-0     VF-30,  medium  toning  55 

1864  AU-50,  P/L,  scarce  Issue  .  265 
1869       AU-50 -f- ,  scarce  issue  590 

1891  VF-20,  nicely  toned  18 


HALVES 

1840  XF-40,  partial  luster  $80 

1841  G4/AG3,  tough  date   22 

1842  VF-20,  original  toning, 

scarce  70 

1844       XF-45 -t-  90 

1848       VF-25 -1-  120 

1848       XF-40 -t-  250 

1848  AU-50 -H,  P/L,  great  coin  ..  .460 

1849  XF-45,  golden  toning  120 

1854  0    VG-10,  recut  date  35 

1854-0     XF-40,  recut  date, 

two  digs  40 

1866-S     NM  XF-40,  scarce   380 

1866       WM  XF-40,  purple, 

green  toning  145 

1866  S    WM  XF-40,  original 

toning  80 

1870-S    G-6,  medium  high  S  30 

1870-S    VG-10,  N/D,  broken 

highS  55 

1870-S    F-12/VF-30,  centered 

S,  rare  95  , 

1870-S    VF-30,  medium  centered  S  .  .  85 
1870-S    VF-30,  N/D,  medium 

centered  S  100 

1870-S    VF-30  -I- ,  medium  high 

S,  luster  110 

1870-S    XF-40,  medium  high  S  140 

1870-S    XF-40,  N/D,  medium 

centered  S  155 

1 870-S    X  F-45,  med  iu  m  centered  S  .  1 60 

1871S    VF-35  60 

1872-S    XF-45,  super  toning  210 

1872-  CC  VF-30 ,  all  original  220 

1873       W/AG-4   12 

1873       W/A  VG-8,  beautiful 

toning  26 

1873-  CC  N/A  G-4,  rare  60 

1873-CC  W/A  VF-30,  rare  240 

1873-  S    VG-10,  tough   50 

1874-  S     G6/VG8  26 

1875-  CC  VF-30-^,  gorgeous  toning  .  70 

1881       XF-40 -t- ,  lots  of  luster  385 

1891       VG-8   48 

1891       VG-10  60 

1891        F-12  80 

1891        F-15  90 

1891       VF-20  110 

1891       VF-30  150 

1891       XF-40,  small  defect  on 

reverse  1 70 

1891        XF-40  200 

1891       XF-45 +  ,  but  cleaned  110 


We  are  in  need  of  the  following  coins:  10c,  any  Civil  War  issue;  25c,  1848  through 
1852;  50c,  1850  through  1852,  1871  CC,  1873-CC  W/A  and  any  of  the  1879  through 
1890  issues.  Please  let  us  know  what  you  have. 

ANA  Grading  •  30  Day  Return  Privilege  Thanks,  Pete  Blake,  V.P. 

MAVERICK  COIN  CO.  LSCC  #662 

P.O.  BOX  8184A  •  ORLANDO,  FLORIDA  32856 
Tele  (305)  896-0460 
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WEAK  MINTMARKS  SEEN  ON  1871S  HALF  DOLLARS 


Shown  below  is  the  reverse  of  an  1871-S  half  dollar  with  a  very  weak  mint- 
mark.  The  overall  condition  of  the  coin  is  nearly  XF  but  the  mintmark  is 
weakly  punched  into  the  reverse  die.  Only  the  lower  portion  of  the  S  punch 
can  be  seen  directly  below  the  crotch  of  the  feather  and  the  olive  stem  on 
the  reverse.  This  coin  was  sent  in  by  James  Partin  of  Florida  and  clearly 
demonstrates  the  potential  problems  in  identifying  this  variety  as  a  San 
Francisco  specimen  for  the  year  1871.  I  have  seen  lower  grade  specimens 
of  this  variety  with  only  a  shadow  that  was  difficult  to  even  recognize  as  a 
mintmark.  At  other  times  the  mintmark  has  been  overlooked  all  together 
and  examples  of  this  variety  offered  for  sale  as  Philadelphia  specimens. 
While  there  is  no  financial  gain  for  the  dealer  in  selling  this  variety  as  a 
Philadelphia  specimen,  I  believe  that  it  is  important  to  the  collector  to  have 
his  pieces  properly  identified.  This  problem  with  weak  mintmarks  for  the 
year  1871  should  therefore  be  noted. 

One  important  feature  of  the  coin  under  examination  is  that  it  is  a  no 
drapery  variety.  It  should  be  noted  that  the  date  1871-S  is  not  among  those 
listed  by  Bill  Bugert  in  Issue  #23  as  a  no  drapery  date  in  the  half  dollar 
series.  Has  anyone  else  had  an  experience  with  specimens  of  this  date 
with  weak  mintmarks?  It  is  likely  that  a  number  of  pieces  of  this  date  in  col- 
lector hands  have  been  improperly  identified. 

The  picture  of  the  1871-S  half  dollar  was  taken  by  Don  Slouffman  at  Para- 
mount Rare  Coin  Company  in  Englewood,  Ohio. 


The  Editor 
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LANGE  WINS  BEST  ARTICLE  AWARD  FOR  1983 


David  Lange  won  the  certificate  for  the  best  article  to  appear  in  the  jour- 
nal covering  the  three  Issues  #25  to  #27  with  his  contribution  "The  1870-CC 
Half  Dollar:  A  Close  Exannination".  The  certificate  was  awarded  as  a  result 
of  a  vote  by  club  members  who  expressed  their  preferences  during  the 
election  held  in  July  1983.  A  total  of  51  ballots  were  received  from  club 
members  who  were  asked  to  vote  for  no  more  than  two  articles  which  they 
liked  best  during  the  past  year.  It  was  decided  to  allow  individuals  to  vote 
for  two  articles  because  the  large  number  of  choices  would  likely  spread 
the  votes  out  among  a  number  of  articles.  There  were  91  votes  cast  from 
the  51  ballots.  A  complete  listing  of  the  results  is  given  below. 


RANK- Article- Author  Votes 

1.  The  1870-CC  Half  Dollar:  A  Close  Examination  17 

by  David  Lange 

2.  The  1874-CC  Half  Dollar  7 

by  William  B.  Bugert 

3.  Historical  Associations  and  Rarity  7 

by  Bill  Cregan 

4.  A  Profile  of  the  1870-CC  Dollar  7 

by  Weimar  W.  White 

5.  1870-CC  Dollar  Update   6 

by  John  Kroon 

6.  Numismatic  Survey:  Half  Dimes   6 

by  Andrew  W.  Pollock  III 

7.  What  is  an  1888-S  Quarter  Worth?  6 

by  Weimer  W.  White 

8.  Reflections  on  the  1853-0  No  Arrows  Half  Dollar  5 

by  Roy  D.  Ash 

9.  Small  Diameter  on  Seated-Bust  Half  Muling  of  1840   5 

by  David  Lange 

10.  What  Are  Your  Liberty  Seated  Halves  Worth?   5 

by  Jeff  Schneider 

11.  Further  Reflections  on  the  1853-0  No  Arrows  Half  4 

by  David  J.  Davis 

12.  Further,  Further  Reflections  on  the  1853-0  No  Arrows  Half  Dollar  3 

by  Roy  D.  Ash 

13.  Dime  Variety  Discovery  ^ 

by  Roy  D.  Ash 
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14.  DieCharacteristicsof  the  1869  Seated  Dollar  3 

by  Kenneth  R.  Hill 

15.  The  1866-S  Quarter   2 

by  Bill  Cregan 

16.  Were  1854  Dollars  Quartered?  2 

by  Dennis  Garstang 

17.  Gobrecht  Trivia   2 

by  David  Gladfelter 

18.  The  Underpriced  1870-CC  Quarter  1 

by  Bob  Foster 


With  eighteen  different  articles  receiving  support  for  the  best  article 
award,  it  is  evident  that  there  are  diverse  interests  and  preferences  within 
the  club.  Even  one  vote  for  an  article  indicates  that  it  was  important  to  at 
least  one  reader  and  therefore  a  worthy  contribution  to  the  available  infor- 
mation on  Liberty  Seated  coinage.  The  officers  wish  to  thank  all  those 
members  who  took  time  to  contribute  articles  during  the  past  year  and  we 
hope  that  we  will  continue  to  receive  interesting  and  exciting  articles  in  the 
years  ahead. 


FRED  LOCKE  LSCC  #665 

P.O.  Box  301  •  Walled  Lake,  Michigan  48088 


HALF-DIMES 


1838  VG-10+   $10 

1839  F-15V.2  16 

1839-0     F-12  22 

1840  ND  F-12  12 

1843       F-12  12 

1845       VF-20  22 

1848-  0     G-6  16 

1849/6     VG-10  18 

1849-  0     VG-10  50 

1850-  0     F-12  20 

1851-  0     G-6  10 

1856-0     F-12  18 

1859       VF-30  45 

1859-0     VF-30  50 


DIMES 

1841       VG-10  $  7 

1841-0     VG-10  10 

1850  G-4   4 

1857       F-12   6 

1876-CC  VF-20  10 

1890  F-12   6 

1891  VF-20  8 

QUARTERS 

1840-0     VG-10  ND  $14 

1849       F-15  45 

1851  VF-30 -1-  125 

1856-0     VG-10  18 

1868       F-15  150 

1891        F-12  14 


Quality  coins.  Accurately  graded  by  ANA,Photograde  standards.  10-day 
return  option.  Add  $1.00  to  help  with  postage  and  insurance.  Checks  must 
clear.  Michigan  residents  add  sales  tax.  Thank  you. 
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A  COUNTERFEIT  1861  DIME 


Shown  below  is  a  picture  of  the  obverse  of  a  counterfeit  1861  dime  sent 
in  by  club  Secretary-Treasurer  James  Skwarek.  The  coin  was  struck  from 
hand  engraved  dies  made  outside  the  mint  and  contains  many  minor  dif- 
ferences from  the  genuine  mint  issues.  This  coin  is  typical  of  those  made 
during  the  19th  century  to  circulate  through  normal  business  channels. 
Many  design  errors  include  a  poorly  shaped  shield,  irregular  lettering  and  a 
small  lower  loop  to  the  digit  6  in  the  date.  Not  shown  are  similar  design 
problems  on  the  reverse  which  make  the  coin  detectable  from  the  genuine 
specimens. 

This  counterfeit  coin  was  made  from  a  base  metal  and  has  a  brassy  look. 
The  piece  weighs  only  29  grains  which  is  much  lighter  than  the  genuine 
specimens.  The  overall  craftsmanship  was  undoubtedly  good  enough  to 
fool  the  typical  citizen  of  the  day  as  the  coin  shows  the  evidence  of  many 
years  of  circulation. 

The  picture  of  the  1861  counterfeit  dime  was  taken  by  Don  Slouffman  at 
Paramount  Rare  Coin  Company  in  Englewood,  Ohio. 

The  Editor 
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At  The  ANA,  San  Diego  1983 


The  San  Diego  Convention  will  be  remembered  by  many  of  us  as  the  first 
year  at  the  ANA  without  Kam  Ahwash,  our  first  president  who  died  in  April 
1983. 1  for  one  missed  the  frequent  stops  that  I  made  at  his  table  to  discuss 
the  club,  Seated  coinage  and  other  numismatic  topics  that  he  might  be  work- 
ing on  at  the  time.  He  was  always  more  than  willing  to  examine  an  unusual 
variety  that  I  had  just  purchased  or  tell  me  about  a  particular  date  that  he 
had  been  studying  in  recent  months.  The  sentiment  to  honor  Kam's 
memory  was  very  apparent  at  the  Annual  meeting  held  at  the  convention.  A 
spirited  discussion  resulted  in  Julian  Leidman  proposing  that  the  club's 
award  given  yearly  for  the  best  article  be  renamed  the  KAMAL  M.  AHWASH 
LITERARY  AWARD.  It  was  proposed  that  a  suitable  plaque  be  designed 
and  presented  to  the  winner  each  year.  This  proposal  was  voted  on  and  ap- 
proved by  those  members  attending  as  a  recognition  of  the  contribution 
made  to  the  club  by  Kam  during  his  years  of  numismatic  study. 

On  the  floor  of  the  convention  I  saw  a  selection  of  Liberty  Seated  rarities 
but  I  received  the  impression  that  there  were  fewer  pieces  available  than  in 
recent  years.  In  the  dollar  series  I  saw  two  low  grade  1873-CC  dollars  and 
one  1871-CC.  Still  there  were  very  few  opportunities  to  purchase  the  rare 
Philadelphia  dollars  from  1854  to  1869.  A  decline  in  activity  in  this  series 
could  mean  trouble  for  the  collector  who  is  trying  to  complete  a  date  set  of 
Seated  dollars. 

The  rarest  coin  that  I  saw  in  the  half  dollar  series  was  a  nice  1870-CC 
specimen  in  Fine  condition.  This  rare  date  is  not  often  available  in  any 
grade  and  infrequently  seen  at  even  the  ANA  convention.  Few  other 
noteworthy  pieces  in  the  series  were  to  be  found.  The  quarter,  dime  and 
half  dime  series  showed  roughly  the  same  pattern  of  availability.  I  saw  a 
few  rare  dates  in  average  grades  but  very  few  choice  pieces  could  be 
found.  Specifically  I  remember  seeing  two  1849-0  quarters,  an  1872-S 
quarter,  two  1860-0  dimes,  an  1874-CC  dime  and  an  1866  half  dime.  All  of 
these  pieces  were  in  average  circulated  grades.  Does  anybody  know  what 
this  decrease  in  availability  in  Seated  coinage  will  mean  for  the  future? 


We  buy  and  Sell  High  Quality  Rare  Coins. 
EDWARD  F.  CZAJKA 

EFC  RARE  COINS 

Member  of  A.N.A.  -  M.S.N.S.  -  L.S.C.C  -  Penn-Ohio 

Telephone  313-582-3939 

P.O.  Box  68  Dearborn,  Mich.  48121 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT 
1982-1983 


Beginning  Balance  -  July  22, 1982  880.53 
Receipts: 

New  Members  609.00 

Renewal  Memberships  2356.50 

Advertising  810.00 

Magazine  Sales  67.04 

Donations  30.00 

Interest  Income  117.56 

Member's  Postage  Use  Refund  4.10 

Total  Available  4874.73 


Disbursements 

Printing  Expense  2130.60 

Postage  &  Office  Expenses  1178.70 

ANA  Membership   15.00 

Total  Spent   

Cash  Balance- August  12, 1983  1550.43 

James  R.  Skwarek 
Sec./Treas.  LSCC 
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3994.20 


3324.30 


U.  S.  COINS 
TOP  QUALITY 
TOP  RARITY 


BOUGHT  AND  SOLD 

WRITE  FOR  QUOTES 
COMMISSIONS  EXECUTED 
AT  MOST 
MAJOR  AUCTIONS  -  5%  FEE 


JULIAN  LEIDMAN 

8439  GEORGIA  AVE. 
SILVER  SPRING,  MD.  20910 

TEL.  301  -  585-8467 


•  « 

» •  • 

» -  • 

ill 

*  • « 

[I) 


MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


ITY  STATE   ZIP 


I   COLLECT  BY  DATE   SEATED  HALF  DIMESD  DIMESQ 
OUARTERSD      HALF  DOLLARSD         OGLLARSQ  ALL  SEATEDC 

SIGNATURE    DATE 


LiBERTy  Seated  Collectors  Club  i 


r«  A  :ollector:i      dealers       collector/oealerd  ♦ii 

YOU  MAYO      >';Y   NOTD  [IJ 
SEND  HY   NAME  AND  ADDRESS  TO  OTHER  CLUB  MEMBERS. 


•  •  4 
»  •  « 

Membership  Fee -$9.00  for  first  year  dues  and  initiation  ^ 
Jj)  ^ee.  Fill  in  the  above  and  mail  with  $9.00  to:  ^ 

James  Skwarek  •  P.O.  Box  21813  iv 
yi  Tuckaway  Station  •  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin  53221 


I 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

We  ask  that  you  notify  us  as  soon  as  possible  when  you  move  or  change 
your  mailing  address.  It  seems  that  we  always  have  one  or  two  Journals 
returned  to  us  for  improper  address  when  a  member  has  moved  to  a  new 
location.  In  such  cases  we  must  wait  for  the  member  to  contact  us  and 
pr'ovide  us  with  the  new  address.  To  avoid  unnecessary  delays  in  receiving 
the  Journal  and  to  assist  us  on  keeping  our  mailing  list  current,  we  ask  that 
you  inform  us  as  soon  as  possible  of  any  change  of  address. 


Your  comments  on  any  of  the  articles,  ads  or  club  policies  are  invited. 
This  is  your  club  and  the  Officers  are  dedicated  to  operating  it  on  behalf 
of  the  members.  Address  any  comments  to: 

John  McCloskey 

Editor,  Gobrecht  Journal 
5718  King  Arthur  Drive 
Kettering  45429 


